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CTA director, Michael Hailu, stressed the importance
of getting science into policy and policy discussions
and the need to bring all expertise together to maxi-
mise exchange, emphasising that the week is: "a
unique opportunity to bring together people from dif-
ferent disciplines, from diverse backgrounds to reflect
and work on the development prospects of agricul-
ture." According to Dr Arlington Chesney, represen-
ting the Caribbean region, the big idea for the week
was to see how to make science more inclusive and see
how it could best benefit the lives of rural communi-
ties. He appealed to the media to realize the impor-
tance of their role in improving knowledge systems
and in terms of the development and implementation
of policies for agricultural water management for food
security and poverty reduction in rural ACP commu-
nities.

Professor R.M Mkandawire, Director Partnerships,
Resource Mobilisation and Communication of NPCA
denied the doomsayers and delivered a message of
hope for the continent. He cited, in support of this,
the increased commitment to financing by African
leaders to address hunger and poverty reduction,
greater commitment to civil reform and increased res-
ponse to home-grown solutions to the region’s chal-
lenges.

CTA Director urges participants to commit to
change

At the official Opening Ceremony of a week he des-
cribed as “not your typical type of workshop” CTA Di-
rector, Michael Hailu, recalling the deliberations of a
recent Climate change conference on agriculture and
climate change in the Hague, relayed the agreement
that sustainable food security was indeed possible
with the right innovations, policies and finances. In
support of this, he asked all of the over 250 partici-
pants to commit to doing something new or different
as a result of the week’s experiences, so they could
really benefit the most vulnerable communities.
Representating the Chief Planning Officer of
NEPAD, Dr Bankolé Adeoye, Chief of Staff, recalled
the importance of agriculture for Africa's Develop-
ment. To him, this recognition justifies NEPAD’s ad-
vocacy, in 2003 in Maputo, to get African States to
increase their investments in the agriculture sector,
amounting to at least 10% of the national budget by
2008 . He said that 20% of Africa's population conti-
nues to face hunger because so far, Africa has failed
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to develop its local knowledge to enhance its ability to
develop strategies for endogenous development. In
terms of valuing local knowledge to boost develop-
ment including agriculture, he cited the strides made
by Brazil, China and India as positive examples which
African countries could emulate.

Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific face si-

milar difficulties. Thus in her speech, the Caribbean
representative, April Alexander, Regional Coordinator
of Global Water Partnership Caribbean Secretariat,
advocated for joint efforts to “find new and innova-
tive ways to manage our water resources to ensure
water availability for all sectors”.
She welcomed this meeting as it enables the exchange
of technical and innovative mechanisms for water ma-
nagement by “bringing together a diverse but simi-
larly-minded group of experts, technocrats and
practitioners from the agriculture sector, water ma-
nagement sector and from the media.”

Irrigation and storage strategies to address cli-
mate change

For Deputy Director General - Research at the Inter-
national Water Management Institue, Dr. David Mol-
den, "the future of agriculture is irrigation." Denying
the dire warnings about waning agricultural produc-
tivity and food security he feels quite optimistic - as
long water resources can be more effectively managed.

Speaking about the links between water management
and climate change, an issue which, to him, was one of
the major challenges for food production. Dr Molden
highlighted the difficulties faced by certain countries
because of water shortages or climate change. He
stressed that water deficit is often linked to lack of in-
frastructure in some regions including West Africa
where the annual rainfall is on the decrease. This
means there is less water in rivers for irrigation, for
energy and other vital development activities. Citing
the case of sub-Saharan Africa he noted the marginal
increase as a result of irrigation and urged participants
to consider a range of agricultural water management
options : showing some examples of successful pro-
jects as well as some of the constraints.
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Science, indigenous
knowledge and innovation: Challenges for
development

Professor Jacobus Eloff, leader of the Phytomedicine
Programme at the University of Pretoria in South
Africa took a more historical perspective for his pre-

sentation, showing the progress of the various disci-
plines over time before making the case of the impor-
tance of plants for the livelihoods of Africa and the
future of the continent. Looking at some of the chal-
lenges for further development, he advocated greater
interaction between different players, such as govern-
ments, scientists, industry, more collaboraton and
multi-disciplinary approaches.

9th meeting of the Advisory Committee on Science and
Technology for ACP Agricultural and Rural Development

Science and Technology for ACP Agricultural

and Rural Development began at 8:30 am on
Monday 22 November in Zulu 3. Over fifty represen-
tatives of; ACP and EU national and regional S&T or-
ganizations and networks, farmers’ organizations,
agribusiness and international professional bodies
were in attendance. Professor Aggrey Ambali,
NEPAD Agency and Michael Hailu, CTA director
opened the meeting. Members reflected on (i) the
proposals for the 2011 CTA Science, Technology and
Innovation programme and areas for collaboration
with key ACP and EU strategic partners, also mem-
bers of the Advisory Committee, (ii) the Terms of Re-
ference and composition of the Advisory Committee,
and (iii) the future impact of the collective efforts of
the Advisory Committee on the ACP S&T agenda.
The need for continued networking, capacity building
and policy advocacy and for linking research/science,
policy and society to achieve the desired impact on

The 9th meeting of the Advisory Committee on

livelihoods, were emphasized. Some key thematic is-
sues which will continue to engage the attention of
the AC include climate change research which builds
on indigenous knowledge systems, reducing post-
harvest losses as a strategy for addressing food secu-
rity and capacity building to ensure that future needs
for researchers, academicians and skilled technicians
are addressed. The need for building ACP capacity to
collect, analyze and interpret data and present policy
relevant information to support key decision-making
processes was considered a priority.

ARDYIS essay contest

The finals of the ARDYIS essay contest kicked off today with fi-
nalists making their oral presentations to the jury. Ms Annie Che-
neau, Annie Chéneau-Loquay, President of the Ardyis Essay
Contest Judges Panel, in her presentation at the Press Conference
before the official Opening of the CTA Week, congratulated the fi-
nalists on the quality of their essays. Presenters on the first day
included the finalists from Central, East and Southern
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